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Kenji Miyazawa's Sketch As Natural Science Sees It:

Take the descriptions of the sky in “Haru-to-Shura” (“Spring and Ashura” ) for instance

Abstract

Key words

Fumio YONECHI and Yoshihiko SANO

The term "sketch," frequently used in the works of Kenji Miyazawa, was discussed from
the standpoint of natural science. "Sketch" as defined by him was equal to "sketch" in field-
work in the genre of natural science. "Shinsho (image) sketches" of Miyazawa, typically
referred to as poems, were not just poems, but scientific "sketches" for him; they were sci-
entific descriptions of psychological images of the world created in his imaged scenery and
the evidence he intended to use for later analysis. The world as described in Miyazawa's
sketches was the real world projected onto his imagined scenery and was for him the evi-
dence to construct a real image of the world.

The author particularly focused on the descriptions of the "sky" in a work of his written
with respect to "Shinsho (image) sketches" and clarified some of the characteristics of
Miyazawa's "sketches." He made figurative descriptions of the colors of sky or clouds by min-
erals, particularly gems and jewels, thereby trying to express accurately hues as well as sat-
uration and brightness. Such metaphors may well be taken by general readers as abstruse
and pedantic. But he chose and used the names of various gems and jewels like paints
because it was his logical choice as a sketch technique necessary for scientific and highly
accurate descriptions.

Kenji Miyazawa, sketch, descriptions of sky, colors, minerals




