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“Hyohon” (Sample) and “Shoko” (Evidence) in the Works of

Abstract

Key words

Kenji Miyazawa

Fumio YONECHI, Osamu MIURA and Akira HIRATSUKA

This paper reviews the terms “hyohon” and “shoko’ that often appear in the works of
Kenji Miyazawafrom the viewpoint of natural science. The definition of nature lover and
teacher Kenji Miyazawa's “hyohon” was that it is a “sample”,as an “object” to be shown
for display and educational purposes. He was not a researcher by nature, and his definition
did not include “specimen as evidence that offers materials to study and substantiates
research’,which is taken as something very important by researchers. Researchers use
“hyohon (specimen)” as scientific evidence (voucher) to explain a certain subject.
Kenjihowever,did not call them “hyohon” but used “shoko (evidence)” in his writings.
Since he was a kind of agnostic,he considered that the image of a world described by “evi-
dence” offered by scholars would change with the times.

Kenji Miyazawa, sample or specimen, evidence, materials for educational purposes
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