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The Relationship between Individuals and Group in Ecological Agriculture:
A Case Study of the Economic Trial Village Qian-Nan-Yu (Zen-nan-yoku)

Synopsis

Qian-Nan-Yu (Zen-nan-yoku) village in the Heibei local government (kahoku-sho) in China has become
famous all over China for their excellent economic success since 1995, when the village was designated as an
economic trial area. The reason for their success is their so-called ecological agriculture by means of collective
management. The villagers plant and grow various fruit trees such as chestnut and apple in the mountainous
area around the village, making the area into a green zone, preventing flooding and generating income by
selling the products. Adding to this, they have managed their company in a collective way.

In China, the government introduced a new agricultural management scheme, the so-called contract system,
for improving low efficiency due to the collective management system of the People's Commune (Jinmin-kosha)
period . Typically, the government distributes farm land to individual people and makes them cultivate it by
family unit. Qian-Nan-Yu (Zen-nan-yoku) village, on the other hand, decided to keep the collective management
style after serious discussion among the villagers. At present, they adopt industrial activities in their company
and the sales from this sector have exceeded the agricultural sector. .

Nevertheless we have to pay more attention to their activities from two points of view. The first is the
ecological anxiety that their ecological agriculture could actually destroy the environment due to their pursuit of
more economical development or economic success. The second is the management problem between the
group and individuals that could arise from self-assertion due to improvement of their living standards and
educational level.

Keywords

ecological agriculture,relationship between individuals and group, village in China,
collective management, private enterprise



