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Formation and Dévelopment of Direct Marketing of

Agricultural Products in Mountain Areas:
The Case of Rikuzentakata, Iwate Prefecture

Wenjing Liu

Abstract This paper deals with farm women's voluntary cooperative activity in the direct marketing
of agricultural products in the mountain areas of Rikuzentakada, Iwate Prefecture, especially the
organization and process of direct marketing, their concepts of agricultural management, as well
as their relationship with local society and their organizational peculiarities. Through a mono-
graphic description of these factors, it seeks for the possibilities of local development by local
cooperation and solidarity.Sociological analysis of it shows that the important factors for success
are:1) the eagerness of the producers 2) competition between the members of the association
3) involvement of male family members and involvement of the family 4) the balance

between the individual members and the association.

Key words direct selling, marketing organization, mountain area agriculture, farm women,

development of local economy
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