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Effects of supply of open areas
on the hunting behavior of golden eagles

Masatoshi YUT!, Takuma KUDOQ?, Hiroshi FUJIOKA?, and Shinichi YANAGIYA?
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Breeding success rates for golden eagles(Aquila chrysaetos)have recently decreased apparently
due to the increase in closed canopy forests. As this species hunts in open lands or gaps in the
forest,closed canopy forests would be unsuitable.A new supply of open areas around the nest of
a pair of these eagles at Tazawako was provided from 1991 to 1997, and changes in their hunting
behavior were observed from 1991 to 1998.In the secondary forest zone,six study plots(1-2ha)
were established within 1-2 Km from the breeding nest.All of the areas are open habitat
types,including clear cutting,selective heavy cutting, and belt cutting. Hunting frequencies
increased significantly in these study areas during the non-breeding season.Supply of open habi-
tats of about 1 to 2 ha is effective in increasing the hunting activity of the golden eagle.

Key Words  golden eagle, open land, hunting, forestry, hare



