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A Field Survey on Transportation and Telecommunications

in Depopulated Districts of Iwate Prefecture

Yoshitaka Motoda, Yuichi Takashima, Yoshihiro Horigome

Abstract

Key Words

Transportation and telecommunications are essential for residents living in
depopulated districts. However, there are few studies which indicate how this
can be accomplished, and how we should provide public utility services using
these infrastructures (e.g. bus services, telephone services, etc.) in depopulated
districts. On the other hand, there is some evidence such as SOHO (Small
Office Home Office), which shows that mobility can be substituted by tele-
communication. This fact suggests the necessity of a complex policy which
covers both transportation and telecommunication infrastructures. As prelimi-
nary research, We carried out a field survey in several mountainous and depo-
pulated municipalities located in snow-bound and cold districts of Iwate Pre-
fecture. In this paper, we show the results of this survey. We also suggest
some problems with existing policies for the planning of infrastructure and for
providing services.

transportation, telecommunication, mountainous and depopulated districts, snow-
bound and cold district, Iwate Prefecture
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