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The History of Puerto Rican Community in the United States and Identity

SHIGAKI Yoshiko

In this paper I would like to discuss the identity of Puerto Rican People in the United States. Since
1898 Puerto Rico has been a US territory and since 1917 Puerto Ricans have had US citizenship. This fact

has caused many Puerto Ricans to emigrate to the mainland. Now Puerto Rican emigrants’ population on

the mainland is on a lt.avel with the homeland, Puerto Rico.

With the growth of Puerto Rican emigrants to the US, the image of being Puerto Rican has been chang-

ing. Now, not all Puerto Ricans speak Spanish and love the Puerto Rican dishes. We can say that Puerto

Rican identity has been changing as society has changed.
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EEREERLER 29.8 47.3 61.5 25.2 4.4 53.3 21.5
HEEEA 51.0 42.3 34.6 73.3 53.5 37.0 51.9
EEHEPES 19.2 10.0 3.9 1.5 2.1 9.7 20.7
& B 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

£% : Table 16.2 Population by Metropolitan- Nonmetropolitan Residence, Sex, Hispanic Origin and Race:
March 1999, U.S. Census Bureau, Hispanic Population of the United States Current Population Survey - March
1999, http://www .census.gov/population /socdemo/hispanic/cps99/tab16-2., 00/12/06& v {ERK.
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New York City, NY 896,763 32.87T %
Chicago, IL 119,866 439 %
Philadelphia, PA 67,857 249 %
Newark, NJ 41,545 1.52 %
Hartford, CT 38,176 1.40 %
Jersey City, NJ 30,950 1.13 %
Bridgeport, CT 30,250 1.11 %
Paterson, NJ 217,580 1.01 %
Boston, MA 25,767 0.94 %
Springfield, MA 23,729 0.87T %

- Tabla 2 Concentracion Poblacional Puertorriquenia en Ciudad de Estados Unidos,
Acosta-Belén, Edna, et al., “Adiés, Borinquen querida”: La diaspora puertorriquefia,
su historia y sus aportaciones, Center for Latino, Latin American, and Caribbean
Studies University at Albany State University of New York, Municipio de San Juan
Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico, San Juan 2000 Ciudad de Futuro, USA, 2000,

p.4& D ERK.
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Hartford, Connecticut 27.31%
Camden, New Jersey 26.27%
Bridgeport, Connecticut 21.35%
Lawrence, Massachusetts 20.88%
Passaic, New Jersey 20.00%
Paterson, New Jersey 19.58%
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 18.55%
Springfield, Massachusetts 15.12%
Newark, New Jersey 15.10%
Reading, Pennsylvania 14.82%
New Britain, Connecticut 13.68%
Jersey City, New Jersey 13.54%
Lorain, Chio 13.17%
New York City, New York 12.25%

Tabla 3 Poblacién de las Ciudades de Mayor Concentracidén Poblacional
Puertorriquefia, Acosta-Belén, Edna, et al., “Adiés, Borinquen querida”:
La diaspora puertorriquefia, su historia y sus aportaciones, p.5& b {EER.
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1910 1,513 -
1920 11,811 680.6%
1930 52,774 346.8%
1940 69,967 32.6%
1950 301,375 330.7%
1960 887,662 194.5%
1970 1,429,396 61.0%
1980 1,983,000 38.7%
1990 2,330,000 17.5%
1999 3,152,000 35.3%

Acosta-Belén, Edna, etal., “Adidés, Borinquen
querida”: La diaspora puertorriquefia, su historia
y sus aportaciones, P.3& 0 {ER%.
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...Feeling on the island is divided almost equally
between statehood and commonwealth, with

independence favored by less than 4 percent of
the voters.

But if Puerto Ricans living on the mainland are
allowed to participate in the proposed referendum,
as some have recommended, they could sway the
vote, because many of them favor independence.

This could mean that the next generation of Puerto
Ricans would be deprived of the right to American
citizenship... As a Puerto Rican writer, I constantly
face the problem of identity. When I travel to

the States I feel as Latina as Chita Rivera. But

in Latin America, I feel more American than John
Wayne. To be Puerto Rican is to be a hybrid.

Our two halves are inseparable; we cannot give

up either without feeling maimed... Puerto Ricans
have been Americans for almost a hundred years.
At least 6,000 Puerto Ricans have died fighting

for the United States, and many thousands more
served in Korea and Vietnam. My son led a platoon
of Puerto Rican soldiers in the Persian Gulf war.
At the time, no one asked if he wanted to be an
American. He simply did his duty... Puerto Ricans
have already joined the first world, deeply involved
with American interests... The majority of Puerto
Ricans prize their American citizenship... On the

other hand, we also cherish our language and

culture. Thus, Puerto Rico’s situation has

historically been a paradox... Latinos are the

fastest growing minority in the United States...

Bilingualism and multiculturalism are vital aspects
of American society... The reality is that we can
no longer “be disappeared.”... We have become
the other. As a Puerto Rican and an American,
I believe our future as a community is inseparable
from our culture and language, but I'm also
passionately committed to the modern world.

That’s why I'm going to support statehood in the
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...The ironic thing for me is that in Puerto Rico
I was considered American. In the United States
I was considered Puerto Rican. It was really
confusing... I've thought about this and I can deal
with it... 'm very clear about it. | came to the
point where I said: “The people who think I'm
not Puerto Rican, it’s their problem, not mine,
because I feel Puerto Rican and if they can't accept
it, they’'re going to have to deal with it, to deal
with Puerto Rican that I am. If they don’t like
that Puerto Rican, they can go find somebody else

to talk to because I'm not going to change.” '
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