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This study aims to summarize the career development of returnees with respect to their career transitions,
and aims to closely examine the causes. The subjects are Indonesian government scholarship students who
studied in Japanese universities in the 1990s. Data of 31 returnees were collected from some informants, and
11 of them were interviewed. For this study, the careers that the students had chosen were classified into six
types: only highly specialized work, side business in Japanese company, moving gradually to a Japanese
company, working in a only Japanese company, returning to highly specialized work, and working in areas
with no relevance to their experiences in Japan. This study shows that these transitions can be attributed to
internal and external factors. The internal factors include pursuit of expertise, stability in life, and meaning
of contribution to the development of the country, while the external factors include insufficient scholarship
program policies, unsound work environments in government research institutes, closed attitudes of local
graduates, and better offers from Japanese employers.
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