SEEE NEERSENE : | |
] |

FRONRL 2B EES
— T AXBRA VT T ROERMEEEOERE LI —

1 & BOKER

Witchcraft in Macbeth

—Development of Modern Scientific Idea in Jacobean England—
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The Weird Sisters, hand in hand,
Posters of the sea and land,

Thus do go about, about:

Thrice to thine, and thrice to mine, .
And thrice again, to make up nine

Peace! —the charm's wound up.
(I iii. 32-37)
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Stars, hide your fires!
Let not light see my black and deep desires;
The eye wink at the hand; yet let that be,
Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see.
(L iv. 50-53)
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Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible
To feeling, as to sight? or art thou but
A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?
(IL i. 36-39)
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Thou seest the heavens, as troubled with man's act,

Threatens his bloody stage: by th'clock 'tis day,

And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp.
(I.iv. 5-7)
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My strange and self-abuse
Is the initiate fear, that wants hard use:
We are yet but young in deed.
(I iv. 141-43)
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Some say he's mad; others, that lesser hate him,
Do call it valiant fury: but, for certain,
He cannot buckle his distemper'd cause
Within the belt of rule.
(V.ii. 13-16)
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And let the Angel, whom thou still hast serv'd,
Téll thee, Macduff was from his mother's womb
Untimely ripp'd.

(V. viii. 14-16)
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Critics tend to examine if witchcraft in Macbeth reflected real ‘evil’ in Jacobean England. As for this problem,
Peter Stallybrass concludes that the witchcraft was not a reflection of a real ‘evil’ but the social strategy to
strengthen the patriarchy of King James. James was a deputy of God, and needed witches as his enemy so that he
could control his society. His conclusion seems to be influential in understanding this play.

The problem is that Macbeth and Banquo regard witchcraft as an illusion, and are skeptical about witchcraft beliefs.
Their skepticism means subversion of the James’s constitution. In fact, the development of modern scientific ideas in
this period encouraged scientists to subvert the idea of occult philosophy, which supported the politics of Renaissance
England. This modern science also threatened the government control over the society. Jean Bodin, a politic theorist,
and James found the religious and political subversion in the revolutionary awareness of the scientists, and suppressed
them.

Two kinds of attitudes to the witchcraft belief conflicted between the government and modern scientists in the period
when Shakespeare wrote Macbeth. The dramatist presented this conflict in the play through the action of Macbeth.
He questioned the politics of James. The present paper examines the witchcraft belief in Macbeth, considering the

development of modern science from empiric science in the 1580s to the experimentalism Francis Bacon proposed in

his essay in 1620. It may be given as a conclusion that the play shows that the protagonist always threatened the
politics of James by doubting the witchcraft beliefs in the period.

¥ 3
4.

XARIIHALECELHEOOEAR CERI24E10A 8 H. BEXY) O BEFATBILEER — PRI SOTERHRIT—) &
BLED DRI LIBWT, DOETREZLEREBEZETLEL TV,

(1) Peter Stallybrass, "Macbeth' and Witchcraft, in Macbeth, ed., Alan Sinfield (Hong Kong: MacMillan Education Ltd, 1992), pp. 25 - 38.

(2) John S.Mebane, Renaissance Magic & the Return of the Golden Age: The Occult Tradition & Marlowe, Jonson, & Shakespeare (Lincoln and Lon-
don: University of Nebraska Press, 1989) , p.73. A HJL hEZIZDWTOMFRIR. £EBIKEZ<E2H>TNS,

(3) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, eds., Shakespeare's World: Background Readings in the English Renaissance (Continuum, New York: A
Frederick Ungar Book, 1989), pp.67-69. LY F IV K « X2 v S 05[HIE. TRTEAFINDSNTNDIEONSDHEBEBEICLT
W3,

(4) Mebane, p.76.

(5) Mebane, p.79.



8 P o RRY BT 2 ERE

(6) Mebane, p.96.

(7) Mebane, p.99.

(8) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, pp.77-78.

(9) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, p.72.

(10) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, p.67.

(11) Mebane, pp.102-103.

(12) G. B.Harrison, Elizabethan and Jacobean Journals 1591-1610, vol.ll (London and New York: Routledge, 1999), p. 265.

(13) AXD AV AETYNSDEIRRT—F> « 2 AV AETIRIZIS. 52 A b &L TIX Macbeth, ed.,Kenneth Muir (London and New
York: Methuen, 1980) 8 L7, 728, HFBERIINABHEER M2 17 AE72E] (BkH) 2—8EXTHVWIETEWLE,

(14) James I, 'Daemonologie, ir; Forme of ane Dialogue,'in Elizabethan and Jacobean Quartos, ed., G. B. Harrison (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
Press, 1966), p. 58.

(15) 'Newes from Scotland declaring the Damnable Life and death of Doctor Fian, a notable Sorcerer,'in Elizabethan and Jacobean Quartos, ed., G. B.
Harrison (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1966), pp. 16-17.

(16) Godfrey Davies, The Early Stuarts 1603-1660 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987),p. 8.

(17) Mebane, p.98. FHZHFHADERICE ZZERPERIL. HROBERLEMYT D01, BRELTAY—Fd—Mzahi,

(18) Raphael Holinshed, Holinshed's Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland, vol. 5 (New York: AMS Press, 1976), p. 265.

(19) Holinshed, pp. 265-66.

(20) James, pp. 32-33.

(21) HarrisonDAT¥8H Elizabethan and Jacobean Journals 1591-1610i7H 5N TV ABLRHICET AR E 25D L&, BLICITBG LT
<, BHEOHNRUIND ETH K BRIBEBERE AN/ E0%05,

(22) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, pp.77-78.

(23) Gerald M. Pinciss and Roger Lockyer, pp.80-81.

(24) Mabane, pp. 77-78.

(25) G. B.Harrison, Elizabethan and Jacobean Journals 1591-1610, vol.IIl - (London and New York: Routledge, 1999), pp. 150-51.




