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The “Pliocene Coast” episode, an alien element in Kenji Miyazawa’s
“ Night on the Milky Way Railroad”

Fumio Yonechi

Abstract “ Night on the Milky Way Railroad” is one of Kenji Miyazawa's most prominent works, and
is a novella depicting a trip on the Milky Way Railroad, consisting mainly of fantastic dreams, but a
realistic episode at the Pliocene Coast has a nature different to the other components of the novella.
This episode describes a visit during a stop of the train at Swan Station by the hero Giovanni and his
travelling companion Campanella to a site where scholars are excavating fossils. In many respects, it
differs from other parts of the novella: this is the only stopover during the trip of dreams; the event
and place after which the episode was modeled can be identified; the chapter that includes the
episode has two different themes, Northern Cross and Pliocene Coast; its title is extraordinarily long;
and in this episode, the behavior and conversations of the boys are more similar to those of adults
compared with other parts of the novella. From these many differences, it can be concluded that the
Pliocene Coast episode was a sketch that was originally written separately from the manuscript about
the dream trip, and that it was inserted into “ Night on the Milky Way Railroad” later—a reason for

it being different from other parts of the novella.

Key words Kenji Miyazawa, "Night on the Milky Way Railroad”, Pliocene Coast episode, alien element,

excavating fossils
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