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Invitations to improved artificial nesting logs
for the Great Spotted Woodpecker

Mitsuhiro Nakamura and Yoshinori Suzuki

Increasing the density of the great spotted woodpecker is important because of its role
in the biological control of pine wilt disease. Damaged pure pine forests have few thick trees
which can serve as breeding and roosting areas of the great spotted woodpecker.
Consequently, the density of the great spotted woodpecker tends to be low. An improved
artificial nesting log was constructed to invite great spotted woodpeckers to a damaged
pure pine forest. Results showed that a hollow-punched nesting log was effective for
invitation of the great spotted woodpecker because a hollow-punched nesting log is lighter
than the entrance nesting log. Moreover, the period of hollow-punched nesting logs until use
is started by the great spotted woodpecker was the shortest of the three types of nesting

logs examined in this study.

great spotted woodpecker, pine wilt disease, biological control, artificial nesting log



