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Prey Delivery by Golden Eagle’s parents to their Fledgling Over about One

Month after Fledging

Osamu Nemoto, Tomoaki Honda, Makoto Takahashi, Masato Takeuchi,

Abstract

Key words

and Yoshinori Sugiyama

One fledgling Golden Eagle successfully left the nest in Fukushima Prefecture in 2000,
and one other left in 2002.

In order to study the prey delivery by parents to their fledgling over about one month
after fledging, we conducted daily surveys in this period for each year. After these daily
surveys, we carried out periodic three-day surveys once or twice a month continuously
until the next breeding period. Also, we recorded the prey carried into the nest through
the daytime of the nest-breeding period on a video camera every day.

In the daily surveys, we observed the parents prey deliveries 35 times over 40 days
in 2000, and 25 times over 35 days in 2002. And we compared the kind of prey and the
number of prey deliveries in the daily surveys with the prey deliveries into the nest for
10 days before fledging.

We concluded that the survival of a fledgling depends on the food which its parents
deliver, because the fledgling’s ability to hunt did not develop enough in this period. And
it is necessary for us to ensure that prey delivery by parents to their fledgling goes
smoothly in order to raise the survival rate of fledglings.

In order to keep the connection between parents and their fledgling for the period of
about one month after fledging, we recommend that the area within a radius of 1.2 km of
the nest should be used carefully. And the adaptive management system in engineering
work, land development or similar projects for protecting parents in the nest-breeding

period also goes in this period.

fledgling Golden Eagle, food delivery, post-fledging period, and conservation measures



