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The Development of Flight Ability in Juvenile Golden Eagles

Abstract
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Over about One Month after Fledging

Osamu Nemoto, Tomoaki Honda, Makoto Takahashi, Masato Takeuchi
and Yoshinori Sugiyama

One juvenile Golden Eagle successfully left the nest in Fukushima Prefecture in 2000,
and one other left in 2002. In order to study the ability of these juveniles to fly and perch
after fledging, we conducted daily surveys over about one month for each year. After these
daily surveys, we carried out periodic three-days surveys once or twice a month
continuously untill the next breeding period.

Based on the result of these surveys, we have concluded that the ability of the juveniles
to fly and perch became nearly equal to that of their parents during the period of about
one month after fledging. However, even after a month, their hunting ability had not
improved sufficiently, and it was found that they used the nest as frequently as before.

We recommend that any engineering work, land development,or similar project within
a radius of 1.2km of the nest, which is the central area used by juveniles for the period of
about one month after fledging, should use adaptive management system to protect the
juveniles, as is done for the parents.

juvenile Golden Eagle, flight ability, post-fledging period, conservation measures



