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Shigetaka Shiga's “Nihon Fukei-ron” and Love of One's

Abstract

Key words

Hometown and Patriotism

— Concerning Descriptions on Volcanoes in Central Japan —

Fumio YONECHI

This paper focuses on the descriptions by Shigetaka Shiga of volcanoes in central
Japan, selected from his work the “Nihon Fukei-ron” (1894), in which descriptions of volca-
noes play a core role of the book, as part of my analysis of his descriptions on volcanoes so
as to clarify various aspects of his plagiarism and document tampering. My study proves
that the article “Handbook for Travelers in Central & Northern Japan,” which is contained
in the “Nihon Sangaku-shi”, edited by Shoku Takatoh (1906) and introduced therein as
Shiga's translation, has almost the same content as some descriptions in the “Nihon Fukei-
ron,” thereby analyzing Shiga's plagiarism.

I also show that it was Shiga's passionate love of his hometown that caused him to put
an excessively great emphasis on descriptions of his hometown Mikawa and analyzed that
his tampering with the words and phrases of Bankei Ootsuki was a forced manipulation in
order to connect love of hometown to love of nation.

These cases of tampering and plagiarism committed by Shiga and his unnatural compo-
sition of writings were done out of his over-zealous intention to enhance the readers' patri-
otism by describing the Japanese landscape as far more excellent than that in any foreign
country.

Shigetaka Shiga's “Nihon Fukei-ron”, Shoku Takatoh’s “Nihon Sangaku-shi”,
Bankei Ootsuki, Love of One's Hometown, Patriotism
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