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Dissimilarities when Writing and Speaking Place Names

—the Cases of Worcester, Tokyo, Kathmandu and Kimhe—

Abstract

Key words

Fumio YONECHI, Bongshik KANG and Bhed Bahadur BISTA

Place names are a kind of basic geographical information for verbal and written
expression. However, sometimes there are sometimes dissimilarities when writing
and speaking place names, and even include differences in the original language s
phonetic alphabet, like “Worcester” in England.

Because of the dissimilarities, there are fears that foreign visitors might mis-
read place names due to mistaken pronunciation based on the spelling.

For example, “TOkyd"” is written “& 95 % £ 5~ in Kana characters fn Japanese.

If a foreigner sees “& 9 % x 5" on a signpost and pronounces it with the spelling
spelled, the person would pronounce it unnaturally “To-u-kyo-u”.

Similarly, the capital of Nepal is “Kathmandu” and is spelled “FTowT=Y in the
Devanagari script. The spelling pronunciation of the name as spelled is not
“Kathmandu™ but “Kathmadaun”. Of course, “Kathmadaun™ is the incorrect.

A Korean place name “Kimh&™ is a different type of example.

Although the name is written “Kimh&” in the Latin alphabet and “ZA 8" (“Kimh&") in
Hangul characters, native speakers pronounce it “Kime”.

This research gathering and analyzing several cases of the dissimilarities noted
when writing and speaking place names. Several kinds of binomial notation for
these place names were then proposed as useful method of pronunciation for foreign-

ers.

place names, phonetic alphabet, pronunciation, spelling pronunciation
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